
May 8, 2017

Spring News PMTNM

Greetings from Alamogordo:

The Board of PMTNM recently had their spring meeting and 
several items were discussed that were of interest to the 
general membership.

Due to our budget woes, this year we will not be hiring out-
of-state judges for our competitions.  It was decided to pay 
judges $50 per hour with no per diem for mileage or hotels.  

This will become effective July 1, 2017.

The new Honors Chair is Melissa Toedtman and non-piano Honors Chair is Marion 
Pack.  Charles Blanchard is the new District VP for the NE I area.  Thanks to both of 
you for stepping up to these positions.

It was decided instead of the auction of previous years that we would have a “treasures  
or items from the attic” table to which people will donate. The donor will put a price on 
them for a fund raiser at our next conference.  So if you have any nice treasures that 
you no longer use or were given, here is your chance to offer them to someone else and 
help our organization. Monies raised will go into the general fund.

We discussed where to put the Composition winner in the program this year.  Ron 
Grinage will work on this.  The concern was that the winners’ concert is too long; 
however, if we limit the winners to one piece or one movement of no more than five 
minutes, it may be possible to include the Composition Winners. Several of last year’s 
competition winners were upset because they had such a small audience at the 
Ensemble Recital.

It was also suggested that maybe the Teacher of the Year could be at the dinner instead 
of the evening recital.  Since there were no nominations for the 2017 Teacher of the 
Year, none was selected.   Any PMTNM teacher may be nominated.  So get your 
nominations for the 2018 Teacher of the Year to secretary Jeanne Grealish for 
consideration at next April’s Board Meeting.  Please see the selection guidelines in the 
handbook and submit the nomination form along with the required resume.

We also discussed the PMTNM website and how to make it more current and up-to-
date.  It was decided to add tabs called “Current Events”  and “Focus on Special 
Members”.  Please help us out and check your name and email address on the website 
and let us know of any errors.  In addition,  check the city and make sure you are listed 
there.  



We also discussed the paying of MTNA/PMTNM dues on time. Dues are due by June 
30 but accepted all year. We are proposing that if members are not paid by the time 
school starts in the fall (September 1) that they be removed from the active member list 
on the web site.

Lee Egbert, our vice president, presented the results of the questionnaire that was sent 
out and there were some interesting comments.  These will be on the website shortly. 
Please take time to read them.

Lee and I are planning the Saturday activities for the fall conference, and Jeanne 
Grealish and Sharon Kunitz along with Dr. Patricia Repar are taking care of the Friday 
symposium. .  We are looking for presenters to do a vocal and piano master class.  Also 
we would welcome an application from any member who wishes to share an hour 
presentation in their area of expertise. Do let us know if you’d like to be considered for 
any of these spots.

And lastly as we engage in our end of year recitals, competitions, etc., remember that 
we do make a difference in our students’ lives.  I’m looking forward to hearing from you.  
Please become involved with this great organization.  

Jan

 


