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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Ronald Grinage, NCTM

S E G U E
Professional Music Teachers of New Mexico

Newsletter

 Greetings and best wishes for a successful Spring Term to all!  I hope your holidays were 
joyous and provided a bit of relaxation from the normally hectic lives we all lead.

 It was a great pleasure to welcome so many PMTNM members to 
the November Conference in Santa Fe.  I hope everyone enjoyed the 
weekend as much as I did.  A memorable opening concert featured the 
premier of “Love, Life, and Timelessness” (a song cycle for tenor, clarinet, 
and piano) by Persis Parshal Vehar.   After intermission, Guest Artist/
Clinician Carmelo de los Santos performed a solo violin recital.  This pro-
gram introduced us to a marvelous, engaging new collaborative work and 
offered a welcome change from the piano auditions many of us heard dur-
ing the day.  (For detaiIs about the song cycle, which was the PMTNM 
2012 Commissioned Composer work, see the synopsis of the conference 
proceedings on page two.)  I was not able to attend all the workshops and 
activities of the weekend, but those I attended were informative and enter-

taining.  The Music Bowl and Ensemble/Composition Recital were two of the most popular events 
and, with nearly 50 students participating and approximately 100 people in the audience, will con-
tinue to be a part of future conferences.  Thanks to Melissa Toedtman, Lee Egbert, presenters, and 
everyone who helped make the Conference a success!
 Last spring PMTNM Vice President Ferrell Roberts informed me he would not be able to take 
over the office of President in November.  Sharon Kunitz has graciously agreed to serve as VP for 
one year and will take over the Presidency in November of 2013.  She has held many offices in the 
state and national association and I am delighted she has agreed to assume this position.  
 Are you ready for Disneyland? MTNA is headed to Anaheim, California, and the Disneyland 
Hotel, for the 2013 MTNA National Conference!  The Conference will take place March 9–13.  The 
MTNA website (www.mtna.org) has all the information including a video greeting from the Director of 
Disneyland!  If you have never attended a National Conference, this is the perfect opportunity to 
combine it with a trip to Disneyland!  Acclaimed piano duo Anderson & Roe will perform in recital 
Tuesday, March 12 and also in a Duo-Piano Master Class.  Other Master Classes will be given by 
Ingrid Clarfield and PMTNM’s 2011 Guest Artist/Clinician Peter Mack.  If you have never heard any 
of these artists in performance or master class, you owe it to yourself to find out why they are so 
highly regarded and respected.  These sessions will be absolutely unforgettable, highly educational, 
and extremely enjoyable!  Don’t miss them!!
 PMTNM is still in need of volunteers to fill important positions in order to keep our organiza-
tion running smoothly and to continue to offer the programs our 
teachers have come to rely on for their students.  If you and your 
students have participated and benefitted from these auditions in 
the past, please consider serving in one of these positions.  Please 
feel free to contact me at any time and I will be happy to fill you in 
on the required duties.  We can continue to offer these programs 
only if we have the people to do the work needed to operate them.
All Best Wishes for a Happy New Year!!

http://www.mtna.org
http://www.mtna.org
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City Different Site of Successful Conference 2012 —
 A resounding “Shout-out!” to President Ron Grinage and his com-
mittee of Melissa Toedtman and Lee Egbert  for a stimulating and in-
formative conference!
Opening Recital Features New Work, Solo Violin Performance
The gala Friday evening concert opened with the world premier of the PMTNM 2012 Commission by composer Persis Vehar. En-
titled Life, Love and Timelessness: A Song Cycle for Tenor, Clarinet and Piano, the piece interprets poems by Judith G. Wolf.  As 
Ms. Vehar wrote in the notes, “The cycle is written in three groups of two songs each that are distinctly related. ‘The Meaning of 
Life –I’ depicts daily life and the anticipation of spending each night at ‘Marcella’s’ for drinks and conversation. ‘The Meaning of 
Life-II’ portrays an unsatisfactory love relationship, and ‘The Concert’ draws an ironic conclusion. Loss and the timelessness of 
being are illustrated in ‘The Meaning of Life – III’ and ‘Loved One.’ The music and poetry are at times witty, sad, clever, beautiful, 
and express everyday human experiences.
With the composer at the piano, the other performers included Andre Garcia-Nuthmann, tenor and Alyssa Baty, clarinet. PMTNM 
members will recognize Andre as professor of music at New Mexico Highlands University, since he is a frequent soloist and/or 
conductor with groups across the state.  Alyssa Baty is a graduate teaching assistant in clarinet at UNM and a master’s degree 
candidate in clarinet performance.
The program’s second half featured Guest Artist/Clinician, Carmelo de los Santos, performing a recital for unaccompanied solo 
violin. The program included works by Bach, Kreisler, and Paganini.  President Ron Grinage and Robert Stevens hosted a de-
lightful Tertullia at their home following the concert.  More than twenty members and guests enjoyed a yummy array of goodies 
and libations along with great camaraderie!

A total of fifteen winners of student competitions performed on 
Saturday evening’s Student Winner’s Recital.

The following is a summary of winners and their teachers.

Student Honors – Voice

Level 1 – 
1st Place – Annelise Wall (Zander-Wall)

Level 3 – 
1st Place – Isabella Bruzzese (Zander-Wall)
2nd Place – Sopahn Kellogg ( Madland)

Level 4 – 
1st Place – Emily Kivi (Zander-Wall)
2nd Place – Adelaide Simmons (Brashear)

Level 5 –
1st Place – Evan Stoor (Grealish)
2nd Place – Elizabeth Johnson (Brashear)

Student Honors – Strings

Level 3 – 
1st Place – Audrey Kokesh (Caron)

Student Honors – Composition
Elementary – Bailee Baca (Rep)  (Cunningham)
Junior – Nathan Filer (Rep) (Naffziger)

Honors, Jr./Sr. Competition winners performed in recital Saturday evening.
Student Honors – Piano
Level 1 –
1st Place – James Hu (Bayliyeva)
2nd – Olivia Na-Young Koo (Chang)
3rd – Jaden Hicks (Carey)
Honorable Mention – Kassidee Glover (Tankersley)
Level 2 –
1st Place – Presley Gao (Williamson)
2nd – Ishan Loombe (Vetrinskakya)
3rd – Alina Vulcan (York)
Honorable Mention--Courtney Cross (Hines)
Level 3 – 
1st Place – Sophie Young (Blind)
2nd – Max Felt (Carey)
3rd – Mariah Griego (Tankersley)
Honorable Mention – Wilbur Wang (Cox-Clifton & Williamson)
Level 4 –
1st Place – Emily Hong (Blind)
2nd – Brass Burapa-Coggins (Helin)
3rd – Brandon Perini  (Brashear)
Level 5 –
1st Place – Julia Lu (Blind)
2nd – Lucia Vulcan (YorK)
3rd – Maria Jones (Cox-Clifton)
Honorable Mention – Kevin Huang (Tankersley)
College –
Jonathan Galvez (Tankersley)
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Student Honors String and Voice Winners:
Audrey Kokesh, cello, (Caron), Annelise Wall (Zander-Wall), Isa-
bella Bruzzese (Zander-Wall), Emily Kivi (Zander-Wall), Evan 
Stoor (Grealish)

Student Honors Piano Winners:
James Hu (Bayliyeva), Presley Gao (Williamson), Sophie Young 
(Blind), Emily Hong (Blind), Julia Lu (Blind), Jonathan Galvez 
(Tankersley)

MTNA Young Artist Performance – Voice
Representative: Laura Roth (Zander-Wall)

MTNA Junior Performance – Piano
1st Place: Seung Heon Kim (Chang)
2nd: Natalia Kalugina (Bayliyeva)
Honorable Mention: Katherine Wang  (Cox-Clifton & Williamson)

MTNA Senior Performance – Piano
1st Place: Gabriel Landstedt (Steinbach)
2nd: Geelon So (Groth)
Honorable Mention: Maria Vigil (Blind)

Joyce Walker MTNA Young Artist Performance
Joyce Walker Performance Awards went to all first place State 
Honors Winners, with the exception of composition winners.

MTNA Junior - Senior and Young Artist 
Winners / Representatives (Rep) and Joyce 
Walker Travel Award winners:
Phoenix Avalon (Rep) (de los Santos), Laura Roth (Rep) 
(Zander-Wall), Gabriel Landstedt (Steinbach), Seung Heon 
Kim (Chang), Liu Xuefel (Olsen)

MTNA Division Auditions NM winners in 
Ogden, UT, Jan. 4 – 6, 2013 Honorable 
Mention or higher - Congratulations !

Elementary Composition: Honorable Mention: 
Bailee Baca, student of Karen Cunningham;
Junior Performance – Strings: Honorable Mention: 
Phoenix Avalon, student of Cármelo de los Santos;
Senior Performance – Voice: Honorable Mention: 
Laura Roth, Alto, student of Jacqueline Zander-Wall;
Senior Performance – Woodwinds: Honorable Men-
tion: Matthew Koester, (Rep) Saxophone, student of 
Eric Lau;
Young Artist – Piano Performance: Alternate: Liu 
Xeufei, student of John Olsen;
Young Artist – Woodwinds: Honorable Mention: Ty-
ler Zey (Rep) Clarinet, student of Keith Lemmons.

The Joyce 
Walker 
awards 
were pre-
sented by 
Jeanne 
Grealish, 
the PMTNM 
Executive 
Secretary 
and Treas-
urer.
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Workshop #1 — A Russian Technical Approach 
to the Beginning Student (reported by Sarah Chris-
tensen and Regina Doorn)
Jenna Warren and Yelena Petrova presented a brief guided 
tour through a Russian pre-conservatory program designed to 
help the young student learn correct hand position and tech-
nique for expressive playing.  Emphasis is placed on the need 
to encourage expressive playing from the beginning.  Playing 
familiar melodies by ear during first few weeks helps to make 
learning fun from the outset.  Other suggestions included 
teaching treble clef only with both hands at beginning, having 
students warm up and loosen arms before playing, and avoid 
starting legato playing too early. 

 Here, Yelena Petrova demonstrates a hand position 
concept with the help of a young volunteer from her studio.

Workshop #2 — Barber’s Hermit Songs 
Amy Greer and Jacque Zander-Wall modeled effective collabo-
rative performance in this presentation about Barber’s song 
cycle featuring the poetry of eighth to thirteenth century Irish 
texts.  Amy touched on the important aspects of “analysis for 
performance” and Jacque talked about the texts.  One of 

Amy’s notable musical points called attention to the fact that 
Barber used repeated patterns of eighth notes throughout the 
cycle. Barber also utilized the interval of the fourth extensively 
in the melodic structure of the work.  Of course, it couldn’t 
have been a collaborative performance without playing and 
singing, so workshop participants enjoyed a mini-recital per-
formance of the complete cycle as well.

Workshop #3 — Magical Musical Metaphors--
Jumping off from the spot at which Guest Clinician Peter Mack 
had stopped during last year’s conference, Melissa Toedtman 
compiled a list of helpful descriptive language (the “magical 
metaphors) used by various PMTNM members.  Some of these 
little gems include:

•   Play with more string (legato)
•   Use more punctuation (phrasing and breaths)
•   Play with the parking break on (hold the tempo back)
•   Pet rock for feeling curvature of hand and finger weight
•   Fingers of steel, wrists of butter

Workshop #4 — Financial Planning and Tax In-
formation for Music Teachers
Guy Le Sage and  Steve Stauss led a session focusing on two 
different aspects of financial management for studios.  The first 
half of the presentation explored different types of IRAs for inde-
pendent, self-employed individuals.  The second portion of the 
presentation focused on tax issues for independent music 
teachers. Steve Stauss made a very important point for all 
independent 
teachers in New 
Mexico.  If by 
some chance you 
have not been 
aware of this 
PLEASE take 
note:  private 
music teach-
ers must pay 
gross receipts 
tax in the state 
of New Mexico.  
Also, if you are 
teaching in Albu-
querque or another major city, you must apply for a business 
license.  Check with your local municipal clerk or recorder to as-
certain whether or not such documentation is necessary in your 
jurisdiction.

Workshop #5 — Ensemble Repertoire Reading  
Peggy Abbott and Melissa Toedtman led a group of more than 
ten conferees in spontaneous performance (sight reading) of ten 

pieces for two 
to four per-
formers.  
Repertoire 
ranged from 
You’re a 
Grand Old 
Flag to 
Mouret’s 
Rondo (from 
Masterpiece 
Theater).  
Most of these 

pieces could be played by two students of early intermediate 
skill.  For repertoire list, see page 7.



String Master Class — (reported by Margaret Armstrong and Rebecca Carón)
Having experienced the expressive artistry of Dr. Cármelo de los Santos in a breath-taking solo violin perform-
ance the night before, string teachers attending the conference wondered what sort of pedagogical experience 
their students would have in his master class.  No one needed to worry!  Dr. de los Santos worked with two per-
formers, one a cellist, the other a violinist, emphasizing the importance of grounding performance in the artist’s 

own soul.  
When a mu-
sician plays 
from the 
heart ex-
pressing her 
own under-
standing of 
the com-
poser’s in-
tentions, the 
technical 
problems 
take care of 
themselves.  
Although 
the master 
class per-

formers were at disparate points in their technical and 
expressive development as musicians, Dr. De Los Santos met them in their respective places as artists with kind, 
compassionate insightfulness.  He spoke with each student in the mode of one mature artist to another formative 
artist.  The experience was pivotal in the musical lives of these young women.  In a parting comment, he said, 
”Never ask permission to be more musical, just do it!“  A take home thought for teachers: “Let a student’s inward 
artistry motivate his/her technique in service of musical art.” 
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Piano Master Class — (reported by Lee Egbert)
Laura Spitzer exuded energy, creativity and fun as a teacher during the ninety minutes 
in which she worked with three young students.  The repertoire included Chopin’s Noc-
turne  Op. 27, No. 2, Debussy’s Clair de Lune, and Mozart’s Sonata in B flat Major, K. 
333 (Andante Cantabile).  The handout she shared provided suggestions for practice 
readiness, how to “get the biggest bang for your buck” when practicing.  Two tips for 
performers:  1) Breathe out more than you breathe in. 2) Voicing comes more from 
aligning the bones than from muscle power.  Lee said, “Laura is an inspiring teacher.  
[I] wish we could have had her for a second Master Class, even if it meant scheduling 
two things at once.”
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Voice Master Class —
Dr. Martha Rowe worked with three of the State Honors winners.  As a singer, Dr. Rowe knows the importance of interpreting a 
song’s text through performance.  This fundamental principle provided the focus for her master class.  In this workshop, partici-

pants experienced the dramatic, technical difference in the 
student performers when they drew the expression for the 
words from their hearts through their imaginations.   To assist 
singers in conjuring up particular emotional images, she util-
ized a set of cards with various “emotion” words at different 
points in each song.  These cards can be made by the indi-
vidual teacher or they 
can be purchased as 
“emoticons” (cards 
with descriptive im-
ages) that depict vari-
ous emotional quali-
ties.

Spotlight on Member Honors — Gillian McHugh 
named a Santa Fe Living Treasure.
Long-time Santa Fe resident and former PMTNM member, 
Gillian McHugh, age 88, received the designation, Living 
Treasure, from the Santa Fe Living Treasures organization 
in the early summer of 2012.  Many PMTNM members will 
remember Ms. McHugh as a valued colleague. She was 
PMTNM Teacher of the Year in 1997.
A profile of her appeared in the Santa Fe New Mexican on 
June 4, 2012.  http://www.santafenewmexican.com/
localnews/Living-Treasures-Musical-globe-trotter#.UQnwR
Y7Ar4Q  The story indicates that Ms. McHugh hails from 
Plymouth, Devonshire in England.  She played her first 
concerto at age 11.  During World War II, she earned a 
degree at the Royal Academy of Music before traveling to 
the U.S. with an international group related to the Ameri-
can Girl Scouts.  The final destination on the trip was New 
Mexico.
During her visit here, Gillian met John McHugh, one of the 
architects of the original Santa Fe Opera House. They 
married in 1952.  She has devoted much of her life to New 
Mexico’s musical community.
To read more about Ms. McHugh and the Santa Fe Living 
Treasures program, follow these links:
http://sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/treasures/2-treasures
/249-mchugh-gillian.html
http://www.sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/about.html

Guy Le Sage is not only brilliant with financial numbers, but also a 
very talented guitar player.  He provided a uniquely entertaining 
evening performance during the Friday night dinner.  Thank you, 
Guy LeSage!

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/localnews/Living-Treasures-Musical-globe-trotter%23.UQnwRY7Ar4Q
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/localnews/Living-Treasures-Musical-globe-trotter%23.UQnwRY7Ar4Q
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/localnews/Living-Treasures-Musical-globe-trotter%23.UQnwRY7Ar4Q
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/localnews/Living-Treasures-Musical-globe-trotter%23.UQnwRY7Ar4Q
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/localnews/Living-Treasures-Musical-globe-trotter%23.UQnwRY7Ar4Q
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/localnews/Living-Treasures-Musical-globe-trotter%23.UQnwRY7Ar4Q
http://sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/treasures/2-treasures/249-mchugh-gillian.html
http://sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/treasures/2-treasures/249-mchugh-gillian.html
http://sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/treasures/2-treasures/249-mchugh-gillian.html
http://sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/treasures/2-treasures/249-mchugh-gillian.html
http://sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/treasures/2-treasures/249-mchugh-gillian.html
http://sflivingtreasures.org/index.php/treasures/2-treasures/249-mchugh-gillian.html


Rebecca Carón, the Silent Auction chair, catalogs dona-
tions and organizes donated items for the auction bidding.
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Teacher of the Year honors presented to 
Rebecca Caron by PMTNM President Ron Griinage durning 

the annual dinner.

Continued from page 4 Worksop #3

Ensemble Reading Workshop Repertoire
Peggy Abbott and Melissa Toedtman, Clinicians

• You're a Grand Old Flag Helen Pace
• Pentascale Pro Melody Bober
• When the Saints Go Marching In  Alfred Premier Piano 

       Series Book 1B
• More Than One is Twice the Fun  Katherine Beard
• Carnival in Rio  William Gillock
• Songs from Brazill  Marion VerHaalen
• Prairie Tunes Robert Pace
• Sea Modes Sara Glick
• Duets for Dinosaurs Sara Glick
• Rondo (Masterpiece Theater) Jean Claude Mouret

Ensemble recital draws more than 100 students 
and parents

Twenty-one different ensembles performed duets and original 
compositions as part of the third annual Ensemble Recital.  
Performing combinations ranged from one-piano-four-hands, to 
a string ensemble.  Several students performed original com-
positions.  Participating teachers included Peggy Abbott, Re-
becca Caron, Charlene Cox-Clifton, Karen Cunningham, Col-
leen LaPorte, Frances Naffziger, Yelena Petrova, Melissa  To-
edtoman, Janna Warren, and Madeline Williamson.

Music Bowl
The 3rd annual Music Bowl, managed by Debbie Wagner,
attracted more than 50 students.

Silent Auction
The Silent Auction earned $610.00 chaired by Rebecca Carón - 
thank you all  so very much.

Four of the very beautiful 
and practical silent auction 
items.  Thank you to the 
donors and to the bidders.  
Thank you!

Student Travel Fund Silent Auction nets $610.00.
Rebecca Carón, Silent auction chair reported that mem-
bers contributed 15 items for the for the silent auction.  
Proceeds of $610.00 from the auction benefit the 
PMTNM Student Travel Fund.  The fund’s purpose is to 
provide travel scholarships for winners of MTNA Junior 
and Senior Competition winners who advance to the divi-
sional level competition and must travel to destinations 
sometimes as distant as  Hawaii to compete at that level.
Rebecca expressed heartfelt thanks to all the individuals 
who assisted with the action, both by contributing auction 
items, cash, or their logistical assistance with set up, run-
ning the auction and clean-up.
Rebecca said	  “To all of my guardian angels who looked 
over me, leant support, encouragement and stepped in to 
anticipate my needs, please know that you exemplify the 
soulful humanity that defines our organization. Forgive 
me for not naming you all here, but know that every 
thoughtful gesture of kindness is etched in my memory.”
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Officers and Chairs

of the
Professional Music Teachers of New Mexico

President - Ronald Grinage, NCTM
Vice - President - Sharon Lohse Kunitz, NCTM

DISTRICT VICE - PRESIDENTS
Central - Astrid Groth;   Northeast I - Melissa Toedtman;   
Northeast II - Doris Tankersley;   Northwest - Heather Nasi;   
Southeast - Michelle Walton;   Southwest - Patricia Brown
Certification Chair - Amy Greer
Performance Evaluation Program Chair - Sharon Lohse Kunitz,
Scholarship Chair - Heather Nasi
Executive Secretary / Treasure / Dues - Jeanne Grealish, NCTM
Vacant Chairs --  -- Volunteers Needed
Honors Chair;  Student Composition Competition;  Commis-
sioned Composer;  MTNA Jr/Sr Auditions;  MTNA Young Artists 
Auditions;  State PEP Chair (when Sharon takes over as Pres.);  
Advertising;  PMTNM Honors - Piano
See PMTNM member Handbook @ http://www.pmtnm.net for 
position discreptions.

Dates and Dead Lines
• MTNA Conference in Anaheim "Early Registration Deadline" 

for the has been extended to Feb. 1.
• National Conference is at the Disneyland® Hotel at the 
Disneyland® Resort in Anaheim, California, Dates are 
March 9-13.

• PMTNM Conference dates for November have not yet been 
set.

• MTNA competition deadlines for 2013 -2014 have not been 
posted.  You will have to check the website 
http://www.mtna.org/programs/competitions/competitions-gui
delines - last year it was Sept. 12 at 3:00P.M. EST.

http://www.pmtnm.net/
http://www.pmtnm.net/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/

