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 Ah, Summertime -- time to RELAX, REFLECT and RECHARGE!  During the year, we work non-stop with 
students, selecting repertoire, preparing for competitions and recitals.  Now it is time to think about US! 
 To RELAX, there are endless numbers of books to read, new foods to savor at favorite restaurants and 
new trails to hike.  We don't even have to watch the clock to be sure to be home at a certain time.  Most of us 
do teach some summer lessons, but many students are at camps and vacations and they too need a respite. 

 My teaching schedule is booked for 2-3 days, thus providing days of no clock-watch-
ing! 
 While hiking or reading, there is time to REFLECT on the successes and failures of 
the past year.  Maybe a student wasn't instructed properly in the habits of practicing; 
perhaps the student indicated a fondness for Mozart and then decided that "no," 
Chopin was preferred.  Introduction of all styles and composers is essential and the 
student will benefit from the work.  Time to put the Mozart aside and resurrect next 
year.  One semester is all about jazz, and suddenly, the following months are purely 
Bach.  This keeps us alert and involved with the musical growth and experiences in our 
studios. 
 Summer finds clinicians presenting workshops and seminars... time to RECHARGE! 

 The materials may be new and fresh, and occasionally, we are reminded about some "gems" of teaching 
selections to use in the future.  The calendar is overflowing with concerts, operas and musical events... what 
a wonderful time to explore and enjoy different venues. 
 The highlight for the RECHARGE will be the state conference at the Albuquerque Academy, Nov. 7-8. 
 The Marriott hotel is the conference center, conveniently located for shopping, restaurants and fun!  The 
schedule features the Teacher of the Year award, competitions, Ensemble recital, Music Bowl, workshop 
masterclass by Dr. John Olsen and a special recital by M. Antoine Bouvy, a fellow pianist from Paris with 
whom John adjudicated.  Following the Winners' Recital Saturday evening, it is time for the teachers to relax 
and share friendships.  Jim and I live one block from the Academy and we are inviting everyone to the  
Tertulia. 
 Mark your calendar NOW for the weekend in Albuquerque!  Join your colleagues and friends in musical 
growth and professionalism. See you November 7 - 8!! 
Musically,  Sharon Kunitz 
****************************** S P E C I A L  N O T I C E :  F E E  C H A N G E S ************************ 

U r g e n t  B o a r d  M e e t i n g  A c t i o n s  
Secretary-Treasurer’s Report: Jeanne Grealish stressed the need to 
come up with additional state funds to cover the MTNA competitions. She 
reminded the Board that at one time a fee of $25 was required from each 
teacher for each entrant the MTNA competitions.!
MOTION: Beginning in the fall of 2014 PMTNM shall require a fee of $25 
from each teacher for each student that teacher enters in the MTNA com-
petitions.!
ACTION: Passed with no opposition.!
Honors: Chair Melissa Toedtman questioned the amount of the Honors 
fees sent to the state. The membership understood her reasoning.!
MOTION: The portion of the local fee sent to the state shall be increased 
from $7.00 to $10.00 and the district winner’s fee to the state shall in-
crease from $20 to $30.!
ACTION: Passed without opposition.
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Conference Details & Schedule 
Conference Hotel — Albuquerque Marriott 2101 Louisiana Blvd Ne, Albuquerque, NM, 
87110, US  1-866-460-7456 and ask for the PMTNM Block to reserve your room.  Reserve early to assure 
best rates.  The hotel offers wireless service throughout for a surcharge, an indoor and out door pool and 24 
hour fitness center.  Buffet breakfasts are available daily for a fee. 

Conference Venue — Albuquerque Academy (AA), 6400 Wyoming Blvd NE., Albuquerque 
87109-3899 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE (subject to change) — 
Friday, November 7 
4:00 PM: PMTNM Board Meeting: – Albuquerque Marriott 
6:00 PM: Conference Banquet: – Albuquerque Marriott 
7:30 PM: General Membership Meeting: – Albuquerque Marriott 

Saturday, November 8 
8:30: Conference Registration – Jeanne Grealish, NCTM; AA Entrance Lobby Music Building 
8:30–11:00: Coffee, Tea, Lobby Music Building 
8:30–5:00: PMTNM Honors Auditions: Melissa Toedtman 
9:00–4:00: Exhibits Open; Music Building Room	  (see conference booklet) 
9:00–10:00: Workshop: John Olsen; Music Building Room (see conference booklet) 
10:15–11:45: Piano Master Class: Antoine Bouvy; Music Building Room (see conference booklet) 
11:45–1:00: Lunch (Meal ticket pre-registration required) 
1:00–4:00: PMTNM Non-Piano Honors –  Jan King Music Building Room (see conference booklet) 
1:00–2:00: Music Bowl – Lauryn Bomse; Music Building Room (see conference booklet) 
2:15–3:30: Ensemble Recital – Melissa Toedtman; Music Building Room (see conference booklet) 
 (Conference Schedule continued on Page 3)                                                                                                                      

THE New Mexico State MTNA Performance Competitions will be 
held on Saturday and Sunday, October 18th and 19th, 2014, at the Al-
buquerque Academy Music Building! 

Rehearsal times on Saturday and competitions on Sunday (Individual 
times will be assigned after applications have been received from the 
National Chair) 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE for these competitions IS Wednesday, Sep-
tember 10, 2014, at 3:00 p.m. EASTERN TIME!  This deadline is firm, 
with absolutely no exceptions. 

Registration fee: None for the entrant other than the entrance fee required 
by MTNA. Rules for all MTNA competitions can be found on the MTNA web site at www.mt-
na.org/programs/competitions  Applications will be available on line from MTNA in August. 

PMTNM requires a $25 fee from each teacher for each student entered at 
ANY level, ANY competition.  Dues for Teachers entering students 
must be received in the national MTNA office by August 31.

http://www.mtna.org/programs/competitions
http://www.mtna.org/programs/competitions
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(Conference Schedule continued from Page 2) 
4:00–4:45: Piano Recital: Antoine Bouvy – Sims Auditorium 
5:00–6:45: Dinner – on your own 
7:00: MTNA & PMTNM Honors Winner’s Recital – Sims Auditorium 
ALL PMTNM members are invited to participate in the Tertullia hosted by Sharon and Jim Kunitz at 
their home.  Directions will be in the conference program.

Music Bowl — Get Ready and Get Set for the Music Bowl!! 
Calling all students: Come one, come all to the Music Bowl!  
Have fun and win prizes for answering questions about theory and history. All are welcome! 
The Music Bowl is held every year at the state conference. This fun competition is split into two levels: 
Level one is comprised of material that appears in books 1-4 of the Keith Snell theory book series, such as: 

•             Major and minor key signatures up to 4 sharps or flats 
•             Spelling triads that appear in the above keys 
•             Rhythms that include sixteenth notes 
•             Basic information about composers such as where they were born and  

            whether they belong to the baroque, classical, romantic or modern period 
•             Various musical terms such as subito, a tempo, etc. 

Level two is comprised of more advanced material than the level one concepts listed above. Questions may 
include: 

•             Major and minor key signatures (all) 
•             Spelling triads in the above keys 
•             Complex rhythms that may include dotted or syncopated patterns 
•             Basic information about composers such as where they were born and  

            whether they belong to the baroque, classical, romantic or modern period 
•             Various musical terms such as D.C al Fine, giocoso, etc.  

To participate, sign up your students on the conference enrollment form so we know how many groups of 
teams we need. Send the appropriate fees to Jeanne Grealish. Bring your cheering section and let’s have 
fun! See you at the Music Bowl!

Ensemble Recital - More Than One is Twice the Fun (or Three Times, Four TImes…) 
The Ensemble Recital is for everyone.  Ensembles can be groups of two or more students and may in-
clude the teacher.  Performances must not exceed five minutes.  Teachers must register for the Confer-
ence.  Students must pay the ten dollar ($10) student registration fee.  There is no admission fee for the 
audience.  If you wish to participate, please send the following information to Melissa Toedtman by Octo-
ber 12.  Please submit:  name of composition and composer, names of performers, teacher’s name and 
approximate length of composition.

Conference Student Activities — Teachers entering students in these activities must 
register for the conference.  Participating students must register for the conference by paying 
the student registration fee.
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Conference Clinician — John Olsen, Professor of Piano at Eastern New Mexico University, has had a 
long and distinguished career as a performer and teacher. A native of New York, 
Olsen’s first teacher was Daniel Pollack.  At this time he won the prestigious 
Tushinsky award of the Young Musicians Foundation. 
 After finishing his Bachelor’s Degree in only two years, John Olsen entered the 
Manhattan School of Music to study with the brilliant Austrian pianist, Robert 
Goldsand, (who studied with a student of Franz Liszt).  It was there he met Con-
stance Keene, also on the faculty of the Manhattan School who enkindled in him 
a love for the music of Rachmaninoff. (Keene was the first pianist to record all of 
Rachmaninoff’s “Preludes”).  Olsen began to specialize in the music of the 19th 
century with a particular love for the music of Chopin, Schumann, Liszt and 
Rachmaninoff.  He performed many concerts throughout the United States at 
this time, and premiered, with the “Ramey Trio” works for piano, clarinet and 
bassoon in Germany and other European countries. 
 John Olsen was awarded a full scholarship to the University of Southern 

California to pursue doctoral studies in piano performance and there he once again came under the tute-
lage of Daniel Pollack.  This connection with Pollack established Olsen’s link to the great Russian school of 
pianism which emphasizes beauty of tone, color, passion, and virtuosity. 
 After completing his doctoral degree, John Olsen taught at numerous colleges and conservatories 
including the Manhattan School of Music, the University of Southern California, California State University 
Long Beach, and the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music. 
 In 2001, Dr. Olsen became “Chair” of the Music Department at Eastern New Mexico University, a po-
sition he held for seven years.  During this time, he helped establish the 1-2-1 program with the Sichuan 
Conservatory of Music in Chengdu, China.  Talented pianists from China are now studying at Eastern New 
Mexico University under Dr. Olsen and will graduate with degrees from both institutions in piano perfor-
mance.  Since 2008, John Olsen has been a visiting professor at the Sichuan Conservatory of Music during 
the summers. 
 Many of Dr. Olsen’s students have won regional and national piano competitions and numerous stu-
dents are pursuing graduate studies in piano performance as full scholarship recipients at a number of 
prestigious universities. 
 In great demand as a judge and adjudicator, John Olsen has judged many of the important piano 
competitions in the United States.  He remains very active as an adjudicator, especially those competitions 
sponsored by Music Teachers National Association.  
 In 2008, Dr. Olsen was given the highest award by Eastern New Mexico University: the Presidential 
Award for Teaching Excellence.  This year marks John Olsen’s twenty-fifth year on the faculty of Eastern 
New Mexico University.

S E G U E

John Olsen’s Workshop — 
“Teaching the Technically Brilliant Chinese Piano Student: The Joys and Challenges.” 
This is a workshop I presented when the state convention was in Portales a few years ago. I believe it was 
very well received and since so few teachers actually attended the convention, I thought it would be bene-
ficial to offer it again. I will discuss the Chinese students technical preparation from an early age and the 
challenges of introducing a new way of hearing in the “European-Western Tradition”  so foreign to many 
Chinese pianists.
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Vocal Artistry Art Song Festival— 2014 focused on German Lieder as we hosted 111 singers from 
around the state.  Pianist and song coach, Herta Werner joined us from Hamburg, Germany to share her 
many years of experience through a Lecture on Das Deutsche Romantische Lied.  Professor Werner also 
worked with individual students in a Master Class including singers in our most advanced Vocal Artisrtry Di-
vision. 
 Joining us from Boston, baritone David Kravitz was popular among the new Young Artist Division 
singers. Upcoming mezzo soprano Deborah Domanski graced us with her supportive, practical advice for the 
39 high school students. Conductor and pianist Daniel Cummings judged the Music Education Division and 
Dennis Alexander joined us for the first year of a collaborative piano/singer Master Class 
 $7,000 in scholarship prizes were awarded in names of those who inspire and support our young New 
Mexico singers. The Awards Concert and Reception was embellished by the addition of the wonderful Albu-
querque Youth Symphony Choir. A complete listing along with the individual prizes awarded can be found on 
our website, www.vocalartistryartsong.com 
 For the first time we were able to offer two professional concerts . Friday night featured Mahler’s Des 
Knaben Wunderhorn, with mezzo soprano Jacqueline Zander-Wall , baritone, Michael Hix, and pianist 
Martha Dalager with notes and commentary by Oliver Prezant.  Sunday Afternoon’s Auf Wiedersehen Recital 
featured Liederkreis by Robert Schumann and Brahm’s Zigeunerlieder, with all four guest faculty members. 
 It was a weekend for every singer and lover of song to enjoy.—Submitted by Jacqueline Zander-Wall

TEACHER of theYEAR, 2014--Heather Nasi 
 PMTNM President, Sharon Kunitz, has announced the selection of Heather Nasi as 
the Association’s Teacher of the Year for 2014.  A long-time resident of Gallup, Heather 
has served  the local and state organizations of music teachers for more than 20 years. 
Born in Lincoln, Nebraska, Heather discovered music first when she heard her mother 
using her beautiful singing tone while teaching her fifth and sixth grade elementary 
school students.  At the age of nine, Heather began piano lessons with a teacher who 
traveled to her family’s farm.  Heather focused on a career in nursing until her new pi-
ano teacher in high school encouraged her to teach music.  Heather said, “The rest is 
history.” 
 Growing up in northwest Iowa, Heather attended one-room, country, elementary 
schools near the towns of Hawleyville, Essex, Elliott and Guss, with the exception of two 
years.  She graduated from Villisca, Iowa, High School in 1957 after having attained 
Iowa State Honorable Mention as an All-State basketball player that same year.  
Heather also attended Iowa Girls’ State. 

 Heather earned a Bachelor of Music Education from the University of Nebraska/Lincoln in 1961.  Her 
first contact with Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) occurred when she took a woodwinds class with 
Wesley Reist, now deceased, whose wife later became a president of MTNA. 
 Two summer school sessions at UN/L enabled her to renew her teaching certificate in 1971.  She joined 
MTNA/NMMTA (now PMTNM) in 1987.  Heather achieved the status of Nationally Certified Teacher of Music in 
1992 and attained Permanent Professional Certified Teacher of Music status in piano in 2007.  Her students 
have participated and placed in Student Honors and Junior and Senior Performance Auditions 
 From 1961 through 1964, Heather taught vocal and instrumental music in grades 3-12 in Palmyra, Ne-
braska.  During her post-college years, she directed a college choir at the United Campus Christian Fellowship 
Chapel on the UN/L campus.  Over the years, she has directed adult community choirs, as well as youth and 
adult church choirs.  She has taught music privately since 1961 in locations including Palmyra, Lame Deer, 
Montana, Sitka, Alaska, and Gallup.  Heather is a life-time member of Delta Omicron, an International Music 
Fraternity. 
 Over the years, Heather has presented many musical programs to local groups, accompanied students 
in competitions and recitals. She currently sings with the Gallup Community Choir and serves as a church pi-
anist, worship committee member, and Deacon for the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Gallup 
 Heather’s extra-musical interests include membership in PEO, a Philanthropic Educational Organization 
for women, in which she has served as an officer in several capacities.  She enjoys gardening, travel, and vis-
its with her two sons and eight grandchildren.



Conference Recitalist – Antoine Bouvy – Pianist 
Artist with a keen imagination, the Paris-educated pianist Antoine Bouvy is an explorer 
of the world of sonorities offered by the keyboard. 
Czech pianist and teacher Radoslav Kvapil, recognized his talent and recommended 
that he proceed with his higher education with Teofils Bikis and Sergeï Osokin at the 
Riga Music Academy in Latvia.  Lazar  Berman, and the Talich quartet were among 
others who influenced his artistic development. 
Traveller in soul as in his profession, his concerts have led him to performances in 
most European countries and China, where he received a particularly warm welcome.  
His large solo and chamber music repertoire, has enabled him to focus on French mu-
sic over recent years–from baroque to contemporary music.  Bouvy performed some 
rarely played pieces in concert such as works by Rameau, Poulenc, Louis Aubert, Guy 

Ropartz, Emile Paladilhe, or other contemporary composers as Emmanuel Hieaux. 
An esteemed chamber musician partner, he is often invited to share the stage with internationally-
renowned artists, or soloists and musicians from prestigious ensembles--from the Orchestra of Paris to 
the Mariinsky Theater in Saint Petersburg, from the Opera in Riga to the Kremerata Baltica (Gidon Kre-
mer) or the choir Accentus. 
Antoine Bouvy now manages international piano competitions: “Town of Gagny” in France, and the Piano 
Master classes in Daugavpils in Latvia (preparing young pianists to play with a real orchestra).  Bouvy 
has been Invited in France and abroad for Master classes in several important institutions (University of 
Kunming, Chengdu, Guiyang in China, CRR de Nice in France) and several music schools in Latvia and 
Poland.  He likes sharing the pleasure of discovering the musical works together with young musicians. 
Antoine Bouvy often serves as a juror at international competitions. In 2013, he was invited to become 
the artistic manager of the international festival of classical music in Bailu, located in the province of 
Sichuan (Chine). 
WHAT CRITICS HAVE SAID--- 
“The pianist Antoine Bouvv combines genuine, original sensitivity and a remarkable technique” 
Abdel Rahman El Bacha: “subtle romantic way of playing, as precise as liberal”  --- Qobuz
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REMEMBER!! PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATIONS FOR THE WEED AND DAN-
FELSER SCHOLARSHIPS BY OCTOBER 5, 2013.  Forms are on the PMTNM 
Website.  Note to teachers:  the Weed Scholarship is open to all performers, 
both vocal and instrumental.  The application for this scholarship involves 
three parts: one for the student, one for the music teacher, and one for the 
school teacher.  The Danfelser Scholarship is for pianists only and the appli-
cation requires two parts, one each from student and music teachers.  If you 
have questions or need forms, please contact Heather Nasi at 505-863-5039 or 
hnasi@centurylink.net.

PMTNM Directory Correction  
Barbara Carey’s e-mail address should read:  1938octoberbaby@windstream.net

mailto:hnasi@centurylink.net
mailto:1938octoberbaby@windstream.net
mailto:1938octoberbaby@windstream.net
mailto:hnasi@centurylink.net
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Silent Auction—President Sharon Kunitz 
has announced the Board’s decision at its April 
meeting to shift the purpose of the silent auc-
tion.  Funds have been utilized to support a 
new web site.  This year’s proceeds from the 
silent auction will replenish the funds from 
which the web site was supported. 
Rebecca Caron has been asked to manage the 
silent auction with this new goal.  Here’s what is 
needed to make the auction happen successfully. 
1. Auction items – Fellow PMTNM Members!  Please ask anyone you do business with regularly, parents of stu-
dents, restaurants, etc., to contribute an item for sale through the Silent Auction. Scan those unused gifts.  Yes, our 
silent auction is a great place for "re-gifting” and for desirable acquisitions that no longer apply to your life.  Melissa's 
frog plate and Lee's espresso cups and saucers, and the IKEA dragonfly lights all delighted our bidders and put dol-
lars into PMTNM Student Travel Auction Fund. 
2. Volunteers – We need people to: 

1. Set up and organize the items for bidding 
2. Monitor the auction items, and assist bidders 
3. Assist with check out (match items to winning bidder's invoice, pack and collect payment). 
4. Relay items to absentee winners. 

Please contact Rebecca with questions, or to pledge donations or volunteer assistance.  Contact information below. 
Rebecca Carón, Student Travel Fund Chairperson caronviolins@q.com 
575-758-0780 home / 505-670-8572 cell

Dates and Deadlines 
• PMTNM Conference dates for the fall are 

November 7 - 8, 2014 in Albuquerque. 

• MTNA competition deadline for 2014 – 
Sept. 10 at 3:00P.M. EST.  You will have 
to check the website http://www.mtna.org/ 
programs/competitions/competitions-
guidelines/ for registration application 
forms. 

• Northeast I District Honors Auditions will 
be held on Saturday, September 27 at 
UNM- Los Alamos.  The deadline for en-
tering is Saturday, September 13. 

• The State Honors Auditions will be held 
on Saturday, November 8, at Albu-
querque Academy in Albuquerque.  See 
Conference Schedule for time and loca-
tion.  The deadline for entering is 
Wednesday, October 8.

mailto:caronviolins@q.com
http://www.mtna.org/programs/competitions/competitions-guidelines/
mailto:caronviolins@q.com
http://www.mtna.org/programs/competitions/competitions-guidelines/
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Officers and Chairs 

of the 
Professional Music Teachers of New Mexico 

PRESIDENT - Sharon Lohse Kunitz, NCTM 
VICE - PRESIDENT -Dr. Madeline Williamson 
DISTRICT VICE - PRESIDENTS 
Central - Tatyana Bayliyeva 
Northeast I - Melissa Toedtman 
Northeast II - Doris Tankersley 
Northwest - Heather Nasi, NCTM 
Southeast - Michelle Walton 
Southwest - Patricia Hamilton-Brown, NCTM 
State Certification Chair - Linda King, NCTM 
Performance Evaluation Program Chair - Janna Warren 
State Honors Chair - Melissa Toedtman and Jan King NCTM 
Scholarship Chair - Heather Nasi, NCTM 
Executive Secretary / Treasure / Dues - Jeanne Grealish, 
NCTM 
Student Activities Chair - Lauryn Bomse 
Segue News Letter Editor - Dianne Brehmer Bailey, NCTMs

MUSICAL HUMOR- - 
Q: Why is a bassoon better than an oboe?  
A: The bassoon burns longer.	

Q: What is a burning oboe good for?  
A: Setting a bassoon on fire.	

Q: What is the definition of a half step?  
A: Two oboes playing in unison.	

Q: What is the definition of a major second?  
A: Two baroque oboes playing in unison.	

Q: How many clarinetists does it take to change a lightbulb?  
A: Only one, but he'll go through a whole box of bulbs before he 
finds just the right one.	

Q: What's the definition of "nerd?"  
A: Someone who owns his own alto clarinet.	

Q: What's the difference between trumpet players and government 
bonds?  
A: Government bonds eventually mature and earn money.

SAVE the DATE: 
** Vocal Artistry Art Song Festival, April 25 – 27, 
2015 Location TBA ** 
** 2015 Dennis Alexander Piano Competition, Feb-
ruary 27 – March 1, 2015 at NMSM and Keller Hall 
UNM **


