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DATES AND DEAD LINES:

MTNA conference date Mar 26 -30, 
2011 in Milwaukee, WI
MTNA - Conference Registration 
(Higher fees after this date) Feb 16, 
2011

MTNA Conference Hotel  Registration 
Deadline Feb 21, 2011

PMT of NM Annual  conference is No-
vember 4 - 5, 2011 in Portales, NM

News Letter Dead Lines:

Summer - June 1, 2011

Winter December 1, 2011
maraderie.  I always get many new 
ideas and useful  tips on how to 
improve my own teaching and per-
forming. Also, if you have never 
attended an MTNA National Con-
ference, I would urge you to plan 
now to attend the March 26-30, 
2011 conference in Milwaukee, WI.  
Attending a national conference is 
simply an eye-opening  experi-
ence. Listening to the auditions, 
attending workshops and mas-
ter classes, visiting the exhibits, 
and comparing notes with other 
teachers from all over the coun-
try is one of  the greatest bene-
fits of  MTNA/PMTNM member-
ship! Pedagogy Saturday cele-
brates MTNA's "Year of Col-
laborative Music" and the day 
will end with the world pre-
mieres of three chamber works 
commissioned by MTNA from 
Nancy Faber, Eugenie Rocher-
olle, and Robert Vandall.  Con-
ference artists Denyce Graves 
and Warren Jones will give a 
recital master class. You will  find 
hotel and conference information 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Ronald Grinage, NCTM
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SEGUE
Professional Music Teachers of  New Mexico

Newsletter

With great excitement (and a little trepi-
dation) I have begun my term in office.  
I was amazed by the excellence and 

diversity of 
the last two 
conferences 
planned by 
A s t r i d a n d 
her commit-
tee.  Follow-
i n g i n h e r 
footsteps will 
not be easy.  
I would like to 
thank her for 
her dedica-
tion and hard 

work on behalf of PMTNM for the past 
two years.

The Music Department of ENMU in Por-
tales will  host the November 4 & 5, 
2011 PMTNM Conference in the newly 
remodeled music building.  I look for-
ward to working with John Olsen and 
Cheryl  Pachak-Brooks as we prepare 
for this stimulating event.  I hope every-
one of you will plan to attend this excit-
ing weekend of workshops, master 
classes, competitions, concerts, & ca-

Celebrating the Romantic Spirit — 2010

Piano Master Class with Marylene Dosse - 
Jin Park



DENNIS ALEXANDER
PIANO COMPETITION

The first annual Dennis Alexander Pi-
ano Competition will be held February 
18-20, 2011, in Albuquerque.  Tatiana 
Vetrinskaya announced the launch of 
this competition at the AMTA New 
Member Breakfast on January 28.

The mission of the Competition is to 
provide an additional performance out-
let for high-achieving young pianists in 
New Mexico.  The competition will offer 
three categories, defined by age.  Con-
testants will begin performing at 4:00 
pm on Friday, Feb., 18 and continue 
through 1:45 pm on Sat., Feb. 19.

Dennis Alexander will conduct a master 
class at 2:00 pm on Saturday.  At 3:45  
pm Madeline Wiilliamson and Edwin 
Light will present a four-hand piano re-
cital.  The Award Ceremony and Win-
ners’ Recital  will take place at 3:00 pm 
on Sunday, at the University of New 
Mexico’s Keller Hall.  Following the 
Winner’s Recital, Mr. Alexander and Ms. 
Vetrinskaya will  perform his Concer-
tante in G Major and Rachmaninoff’s 
Suite No. 2, Op. 7.

READ - TALK - LEARN
AMTA BOOK GROUP

Dianne Brehmer Bailey, NCTM

Fun, refreshing, professional develop-
ment, new friends, and great conversa-
tion greeted the prospective members 
of the AMTA Book Group when they met 

at Amy Greer’s home in the fall of 2005.  
With membership expanding and con-
tracting from meeting to meeting, the 
group maintained a core of five to eight 
regular participants.  Seque asked sev-
eral members of the group to share their 
thoughts about their experiences as 
participants in this flexible, free-form 
pedagogical environment.

Segue: Describe what motivated you to 
start the book group. 
Founder Amy Greer: “Traditional  school-
ing notwithstanding, much of what has 
impacted my thinking and views about 
the world has come from a book.  In the 
years after one finishes a formal degree 
program, it is sometimes particularly 
hard to find ways to continue to grow 
and learn.  In starting a book group with 
fellow music  teachers, I hoped to pro-
vide a space and structure for people to 
read, learn and challenge one another 
in an informal, supportive atmosphere.”

Segue:  Talk about why you joined the 
Book Group and what participation has 
meant to you.
Founding member Terri Reck: I can 
clearly remember the discussion at the 
first AMTA Book Group meeting.  The 
book was Willa Cather's "Song of the 
Lark" and Amy Greer posed the ques-
tion of whether of not I thought of myself 
as an artist. Yes, the discussions at 
Book Group meetings can be both 
thought provoking and personal, but 
that is the nature of the work that we do 
as teachers.

I thought of the AMTA Book Group while 
reading a recent article on the educa-
tional  value of working together in 
groups:
"Researchers at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology and Carnegie Mel-
lon have found that groups have a high 
collective intelligence when members of 
a group are good at reading each oth-
ers’ emotions — when they take turns 
speaking, when the inputs from each 
member are managed fluidly, when they 
detect each others’ inclinations and 
strengths. 
Participating in a well-functioning group 
is really hard. It requires the ability to 
trust people outside your kinship circle, 
read intonations and moods, under-
stand how the psychological  pieces 

each person brings to the room can and 
cannot fit together. 
This skill  set is not taught formally, but it 
is imparted through arduous experi-
ences." (David Brooks;  New York 
Times, January 17, 2011).
The Book Group has kept me cracking 
the covers of books of such a detailed 
technical nature that I could always find 
an excuse not to read them, books I 
would never have picked up on my own, 
books that I would not even have heard 
of otherwise, and several  old favorites. 
At times I think of it as a Course in  Mu-
sic Pedagogy , as it has motivated me to 
delve into current books of a pedagogi-
cal  nature - and there are a prodigious 
number that have been written in recent 
years. Frequently, Book Group partici-
pants don't all finish reading the book 
before the meeting, but we all admit that 
maybe we wouldn't even have read 
Chapter One if it weren't for the book 
group. 
Do you need a recommendation for a 
book on Music Psychology, Music and 
the Brain, Practice Techniques, Peda-
gogy, Performance, Artistry, Spiritual 
Nurturing and Health for Musicians, mu-
sic fiction, biography or autobiography? 
Ask a member of the AMTA Book Group.
Segue:  Why did you choose to join 
Book Group when you relocated to Al-
buquerque from up state New York?
First year group member Liz Thomas-
son:  "My husband and I moved from up 
state NY to Albuquerque in 2009.   Be-
ing new to the area, I wanted to get ac-
quainted quickly with other musicians. 
The book group has been the perfect 
setting, and everyone is very friendly 
and eager to have new people join.   
Besides giving us a chance to explore 
various books on music, it’s been a 
great place to get to know other teach-
ers and swap teaching ideas."

OUT-GOING PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Out-going president, Astrid Groth re-
ported that her chief task for the year 
involved planning and organizing the 
Annual Conference in Albuquerque.  
The conference theme was “Celebrating 
the Romantic Spirit.” All  MTNA and 
Honors competitions and auditions were 
held during the weekend.  As anyone

OUT-GOING PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Continued page 3
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on the MTNA web site or in the most re-
cent AMT magazine.

I hope the New Year will  bring a spring 
filled with music  and inspiration to you and 
your students!  Please feel free to contact 
me if you have any ideas about how we 
can make PMTNM even more beneficial to 
you and your students. 
Sincerely, 
Ron Grinage

Page 3
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who  has  coordinated  a  multi-segment 
conference or special event knows well, 
producing and presenting master classes, 
workshops, performances, competitions, 
auditions, social events and meal func-
tions, and keeping everyone informed in a 
timely manner requires intense focus on 
details.

Astrid said, “My heartfelt thanks to all my 
colleagues who helped throughout the 
year: Ron Grinage, Jeanne Grealish, Lynn 
Lamb, Terri Reck, Liz Thomasson, Cheryl 
Pachak-Brooks and Candace Brower.  
One person cannot possibly do this work 
alone.  My hope is that everyone attending 
the 2010 Conference left the weekend with 
renewed enthusiasm and excitement for 
our teaching and our professional devel-
opment. For a more extensive wrap-up of 
the 2010 PMTNM Conference, see the 
Conference Summary prepared by Presi-
dent elect, Ron Grinage on page 5.

MTNA FOUNDATION FUND &
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Out-going vice president, Ron Grinage 
reported that he had received notice from 
MTNA that 24 PMTNM members had not 
renewed their memberships thus far. He 
contacted the 24 names on the list (18 via 
email  and 6 via snail mail).  He received 7 
responses and filed that report with Sigrid 
Luther, MTNA Vice President.  Four non-
renewers cited cost of dues versus bene-
fits to their studios (one was not primarily a 
piano teacher and 3 others were building 
up their studios and did not currently have 
students who could take part in our stu-
dent activities) as the main reason for non-

renewal.  Ron said, “I recognize this is a 
serious problem, not only with our or-
ganization but other similar organizations 
as well. It is presently not possible to 
think about lowering or raising dues but 
we must think how we can augment our 
offerings to non-piano teachers and stu-
dents.  I would like to explore the possi-
bility of teaming up with MENC in some 
way so that both organizations can bene-
fit from more members. If anyone has a 
contact in MENC please let me know so 
that I may pursue this possibility further.”

During the General Membership meeting 
on Sunday, Ron announced that Dianne 
Brehmer Bailey has volunteered to edit 
the newsletter and will produce an issue 
for publication in late January/early Feb-
ruary.

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES
NORTHEAST
Lynn Campbell Lamb and J. Helin - Vice 
Presidents

Northeast 1 held it's Honors competition 
on Oct. 2 in Santa Fe with twenty-four 
students participating. Linda King, of Las 
Vegas, had a student recital on Novem-
ber 14.  In October, she gave three per-
formances celebrating the anniversaries 
of Chopin and Schumann, which in-
cluded various piano pieces and the 
Dichterliebe song cycle with tenor Andre 
Garcia-Nuthman.

The Santa Fe Music Teachers Associa-
tion presented a piano recital  by Keith 
Snell at Ron Grinage's house.  On Octo-
ber 8, Ron Grinage presented a recital at 
the First Presbyterian Church.

This year, Jacquelyn Helin played cham-
ber music  recitals, a benefit performance 
for Christus - St. Vincent Hospital  Foun-
dation, and performances for the Ballet 
Pro Musica. The Santa Fe group had 
their annual Halloween Recital on Octo-
ber 30.

The Los Alamos Music  Teachers began 
their Fall season on October 17 with the 
first of four city-wide student Musicales 
that take place at UNM-LA during the 
school  year. Juanita Madland presented 
a benefit recital  for Fuller Lodge. Janna 
Warren organized the Los Alamos Music 
Teachers annual Halloween Recital that 

was held on October 30. Fifty-one stu-
dents participated in this event.

New officers are Gina Doorn, president, 
Frances Nafziger, vice president, Made-
line Williamson, secretary and Frances 
Meier, treasurer.

NORTHWEST
Heather A. Nasi, NCTM
NW Vice President

The Farmington area has about a dozen 
new piano teachers due to an innovative 
8-week summer course at San Juan Col-
lege called, “How To Teach Piano”. Katie 
Evilsizer had been aware of the planning 
of the course and was able to organize a 
luncheon last April for all area piano 
teachers, hosted by the Fine Arts Commit-
tee, and featuring Dr. Cheryl Collins, pi-
ano instructor at San Juan College, who 
described the content and goals of the 
class. Katie said, “I figured almost all of us 
out here in the trenches were going to 
respond with ‘You are going to do what?’ 
and we’d better know what was going on.” 
The curriculum consisted of some basic 
pedagogy, a review of current methods, 
and other activities relevant to running a 
successful studio. Katie spoke at one of 
the sessions on setting up your business 
and also about the importance of belong-
ing to professional organizations, such as 
PMTNM and Guild.

Katie also prepared a new directory of 
independent music  teachers published by 
the college and funded by the Fine Arts 
Committee, which has been distributed to 
area music  stores and to all area public 
school  music  teachers. It has also been 
put on line and can accept additions and 
corrections at any time.

Heather Nasi’s students are practicing 
Christmas music  for the Christmas recital 
to be held Dec. 12.

A personal Post Script for friends of 
Heather: Heather lost her dad on June 5. 
He was 93 years old. She feels lucky to 
have him living that long, but misses him 
terribly. She also had to put to sleep her 
16-year-old Siberian Husky who used to 
lie on the patio by the window while she 
practiced the piano.

District Activities
Continued Page 4
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SOUTHEAST
Karen Raabe, SE Vice President
Teachers and students in the Southeast 
District have been busy working in the-
community, performing in recitals, work-
shops, churches, and traveling.  Per-
formances at the University of the 
Southwest: Donna Glasgow and Joan 
Hines served on the Southwest Sym-
phony Artistic Board and arranged for 
Falko Steinbach to come to Hobbs to 
perform in concert. Donna Glasgow and 
Cindy Roberts performed duets for their 
students and parents and also pre-
sented their students in recital.  Karon 
Raabe's voice, violin, piano, and cello 
students enjoyed a banquet and per-
formed on Mother's Day.  Also, Raabe's 
students have participated in two mini-
recitals and workshops where they 
could perform with or without music for 
their parents and friends.
Other activities: Michele Walton's stu-
dents performed in the Mall, participated 
in the Hendrix Competition in Odessa, 
Texas, Midland Competition, recital at 
First Methodist Church, and Guild in 
Lubbock, Texas. Michele has recently 
started a formal theory class for her stu-
dents who wish extra music  instruction.  
Michele Walton and Joan Hines still 
teach at New Mexico Junior College. 
Michele regularly accompanies the 
Southwest Symphony and Junior High 
and High school students in Solo and 
Ensemble and All State. Joan Hines 
traveled to Hong Kong and Kowloon, 
China this Fall  where she gave two lec-
tures at the College in Kowloon and ac-
companied vocalist Dr.Wong. Joan also 
judged Guild in Southeast Texas. Joan 
and Donna served on the Southwest 
Symphony Board of Directors.

STUDENT TRAVEL FUND
Rebecca Carón

All day Friday, November 5, and at re-
cital  intermission and all day Saturday, 
November 6, 2010, Rebecca Caron 
chaired a silent auction to raise funds for 
the Student Travel Fund.  Two primary 
reasons led to experimenting with a 
change from the raffle format to the si-
lent auction format: 1) the drawing of 
raffle winners makes the already ex-
haustive Winners’ Final Recital too long 
and 2) people may be willing to spend 
more money to bid on a particular item 

teachers and students. The 5 locations 
had 204 students and 25 teachers par-
ticipating last spring.  The revenues 
were sufficient to pay for judging, tro-
phies and ribbons. The 3-year trophy 
was awarded to 31 students, less than 
the 54 from the previous year. The tro-
phy for 6 year participation was added 
for student incentive, and 18 trophies 
were awarded. Everyone seemed ex-
cited and positive about this addition to 
our program, and we hope it continues 
to encourage students and teachers to 
prepare their annual PEP programs.  
Thanks again to all  teachers, local 
chairs and members for your support of 
this valuable activity.

MUSIC BOWL
Deborah Wagner

21 students enrolled in the Music  Bowl - 
- twice the number of students who 
played last year. President Ron Grinage 
and Deborah Wagner managed the 
event again this year.  Deborah said, 
“Ron and I learned a lot from last year‘s 
game and have implemented those 
changes for this year’s game.”  They 
utilized the buzzer system again this 
year and offered trophies and other 
prizes.  The Music Bowl took place on 
Saturday afternoon.  Teachers inter-
ested in participating next year may find 
information about the Music  Bowl on the 
PMTNM website, including an overview 
of the game, and sample questions from 
the different levels.

ENSEMBLE RECITAL
Melissa Toedtman

Many thanks to Melissa Toedtman who 
organized the Ensemble Recital!  
Twenty-eight players participated in the 
Student ensemble.  The program in-
cluded one string duo work. Piano-four 
hands duos, one two-piano, eight hands 
work, and two vocal duos with piano 
accompaniment.  Three teachers per-
formed with their students.  Student per-
formers represented the studios of Pa-
tricia Brown, Rebecca Caron, Jeanne 
Grealish, Lynn Lamb and Melissa 
Toedtman.

COLLEGIATE CHAPTERS and
COLLEGE FORUM PMTNM

NMSU Collegiate Chapter of MTNA has 
received approval from national office

COLLEGIATE
Continued Page 5

knowing that they can focus their atten-
tion and finances on acquiring some-
thing they really want.  Rebecca ex-
presses heartfelt thanks to those who 
stepped forward to assist: Lynn Lamb, 
Jeanne Grealish, Gina Doorn, Frances 
Meier, Sharon Kunitz, Linda King, 
Melissa Toedtman, Pamela Harris, Eve-
lyn Losack.  Rebecca encourages other 
members to consider supporting this 
project, either by donating items for auc-
tion or by contributing time during the 
conference to assist with the actual im-
plementation of the silent auction.

A partial list of items contributed for si-
lent auction includes:

1. Set of ceramic chile handle top 
canisters 

2. Possible mystery items 
3. Pottery gift certificate from En-

chanted Circle Pottery
4. Pottery item 
5. Hand knitted child’s hat
6. Beautifully framed 17 x 17 oil 

painting of Taos Mountain, “As-
ters and Chamisa”

7. Wine rack
8. Large hand turned cottonwood art 

object vessel
9. Hand turned aspen wood bird 

feeder

SCHOLARSHIPS
DANFELSER AND WEED

Heather A. Nasi

Five individuals applied for the Danfel-
ser and Weed Scholarships this year. I 
had Ron Grinage post a reminder in the 
conference packet that was mailed re-
minding our members of the Scholar-
ships’ deadline. I believe this helped 
with alerting the membership about 
these scholarships.  The winners will be 
announced during the 2010 PMTNM 
State Conference at the beginning of the 
winners’ recital  on Saturday evening, 
November 6 in the Simms Auditorium. 
Members of the committee are Immedi-
ate Past President Melissa Toedtman, 
Amy Greer, Sharon Kunitz, and myself 
as chairperson.

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
PROGRAM

Sharon Lohse Kunitz

The PEP (Performance Evaluation Pro-
gram) is consistent from year to year in 
the numbers of participating locations, 
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and is now listed on the MTNA website.  
The chapter sponsored a variety of ac-
tivities. Piano students have the assign-
ment to email  their thoughts on practice 
to be included in a practice e-book which 
will  be made available via Collegiate 
Chapters and College Forum.  Activities 
completed since last report can be found 
on the web link: http://music.nmsu.edu/
faculty/lspitzer/home.php and click on 
PMTNMMTNA). Students were encour-
aged to attend the PMTNM State Con-
ference.  Student Chapter member 
helped to staff the  Piano Camp and 
Monster Concert held in June. They are 
also working on a practice guide that 
may lead to a presentation at a PMTNM 
or MTNA conference.

COMPOSITION COMPETITION
Madeline J. Williamson

This year’s student composition Judge 
was our Commissioned Composer, Ted 
Vives, who provided encouraging and 
insightful comments to each entrant.

Five students entered the State MTNA 
Composition Contest with one entry in 
Elementary and two entries each in Jun-
ior and Senior levels. Contestants were 
students of three different teachers. Re-
sults of the Student Competition are:

• Elementary: 
• Bethany Filer, Age 10, WINNER; 
Frances Naffziger, Teacher
The Trail  of Painted Ponies (S1, SII, 
Alto; Irish Whistle, Vln, Harp)
This was Bethany Filer’s first year and 
her first entry.

• Junior:
• Samantha Filer, Age 14, WINNER;
Frances Naffziger, Teacher
Sword and Heart (Irish Whistle, Vln, 
Piano) This was Samantha Filer’s 
second year as Junior Winner (and 
her third consecutive winning year).
• Emma O’Connell, Age 13, HM;
Melyssa Garland, Teacher
Paloma de la Carolina (Mourning 
Dove) (Piano, Cello, Bsn)

• Senior: 
• Adam Smith, Age 18, WINNER;
Melyssa Garland, Teacher;
Vechi Padure (Piano) This was Adam 
Smith’s second year as Senior Winner.

• Sydnee Martinez, Age 18, HM;
Katie Evilsizer, Teacher
Dreieinigkeit (Trinity) (Violin Trio)

The PMTNM Teachers of each student 
entry are to be highly commended for 
their encouragement, dedication, and 
skill in working with these young, crea-
tive artists in composition. 

The pieces were quite diverse in instru-
mentation and showed great originality. 
For example, Bethany’s Trail  of Painted 
Ponies received approval to use the 
copyrighted title of her composition from 
Rod Barker, Founder and CEO of The 
Trail  of Painted Ponies project. Also, 
Samantha’s composition Sword and 
Heart is actually the score for a five min-
ute movie script that she wrote, directed, 
and filmed over Columbus Day week-
end. Her plans include filming a 30-
minute movie, The Sword of Revealing, 
during summer, 2011.

PMTNM Composer of the Year: 
This is the second vital aspect for the 
Composition Area. This year’s composer 
is Dr. Ted Vives of Los Alamos. He is 
also known to many as Director of the 
LA Community Winds. He holds Bache-
lor’s and Master’s from Florida State in 
both composition and music  education, 
and received his Doctorate in Music 
Education from the University of Florida. 
His most recent work Kilmartin Glen: A 
Sculpture in Stones, (2009), is a tone 
poem for orchestra having its genesis in 
the archaeological  history of his descen-
dants in the Clan Crawford, Kilmartin, 
Scotland. The Santa Fe Community Or-
chestra performed the composition this 
year. Dr. Vives has a large and varied 
oeuvre in his compositional output, in-
cluding works for orchestra, concert 
band, two pianos, horn choir, various 
duo combinations, mixed quartets, quin-
tets, and a one‐act opera. His intriguing 
PMTNM Commission is The Music Les-
son, for a Mixed Quartet of Soprano, 
Two Trombones, and Piano, and as the 
composer writes, “…is a desire to show 
gratitude for music  teachers.” Text of the 
work is based on various quotes about 
music  by famous composers, music 
educators, musicians, and philosophers. 
The piece premiered at Friday evening 
Conference Recital.  Numerous com-
posers are currently under consideration 
for the PMTNM 2011 Commission.

CELEBRATING THE ROMANTIC
SPIRIT—2010 CONFERENCE RECAP

By President Ronald F. Grinage

The 2010 PMTNM Conference at the 
Albuquerque Academy consisted of two 
jam-packed fun-filled days of student 
competitions and activities, master 
classes, workshops, and concerts.  I was 
not able to attend every event on the 
schedule, but I will summarize those I 
did attend.  Amy Greer showed us how 
to organize every lesson in order to en-
able us to teach all  aspects of musician-
ship.  She provided many ideas which I 
personally will try to implement in my 
lessons this spring.  In his lecture on 
Teaching the Romantics, Dennis Alexan-
der illustrated how to introduce romantic 
piano literature to our students, even in 
the early years, by providing the "Keys to 
Stylistic  Mastery" and suggesting reper-
toire for levels from Elementary to Ad-
vanced.  Martha Rowe's session on "The 
Songs of Samuel Barber", in commemo-
ration of the centenary of his birth, pro-
vided many insights and much historical 
information on teaching and performing 
these songs, Martha Rowe's session.  
She demonstrated how to successfully 
overcome the many challenges of un-
derstanding and interpreting Barber's 
songs, which have become standards of 
the "modern" vocal  repertoire in studios 
and concerts.  
The Opening Recital  featured the 
PMTNM 2010 Commissioned Com-
poser's work, "The Music  Lesson" by Dr. 
Ted Vives.  Performed by Louise Men-
idus (soprano), Ted Vives (trombone), Eli 
Berg (trombone), and Cindy Little (pi-
ano), this was a charming and entertain-
ing piece for an unusual combination of 
instruments.  Ted described his piece in 
the program as follows: "'The Music Les-
son' came from a painting by the French 
artist, Henri  Matisse (1869-1954), enti-
tled 'La leçon de musique'.  The text is 
based on various quotes about music 
(specifically the teaching and learning 
process) by famous composers, music 
educators, musicians, and philosophers.  
It is also a bit of a theater/pantomime 
piece - the two trombones are essentially 
participating in a music  lesson and much 
of their parts are written in a 'call and 

Celebrating
Continued on Page 8
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MTNA COMPETITION - 2010
The MTNA Competitions for 2010 has ten Collegiate, seven 
Senior, and five Junior students participating. The winners or 
representative for each group proceed to the Division Competi-
tions held January 7-9 at the University of California in Santa 
Barbara, California. For more information on the MTNA Compe-
titions, go to MTNA.org.
With publication time for this newsletter coming after the divi-
sional competition, President Ron Grinage is happy to report 
that New Mexico earned two Honorable Mentions and one Al-
ternate award.  Honorable Mentions went to the Elementary 
Composition entrant and the Saxophone Quartet Ensem-
ble.  Baritone Dennis Wees won the Alternate position in the 
Senior category.
HONORS- Jacquelyn Helin, Co-Chair
The 2010 Honors District Competitions drew a total number 
of 109 students. This is 8 more students than entered the 
Honors Auditions in 2009. Fees from these students totaled 
$1,317. Districts represented included:
Central with 64 students
Northeast I with 24 students
Northeast II with 8 students
Southeast with 13 students
Northwest – no entries
Southwest – no entries
A total of 26 teachers participated:
Central with 13 teachers
Northeast I with 8 teachers
Northeast II with 1 teacher
Southeast with 4 teachers
The 2010 State Honors Competition had a total of 27 stu-
dents participating in piano, voice and strings: 16 pianists, 
1 string player, and 10 singers have registered to compete for 
the State Awards on Saturday, November 6 at the PMTNM 
State Conference in Albuquerque. It would be great to increase 
the string component of the Honors Competition, and I would 
urge all of you to get the word out to your string colleagues.
Thanks to all who participated!

2010 PMTNM Student Competition Results
Scholarship Presentations
Janet Spangenberg Weed Memorial Scholarship Fund and
Byrdis W. Danfelser Piano Scholarship 
Winners are pictured below.

(LtoR) Jarett Heath Bigej (Grinage), Katherine Cordwell (Reck), 
Jalen Bigej (Grinage), Kevin Gao (Lamb)

MTNA Composition Awards
Elementary: Bethany Filer (Naffziger)
Junior: Samantha Filer (Naffziger) 
Honorable Mention Emma O'Connell (Garland)
Senior: Adam Smith (Garland) 
Honorable Mention Sydnee Martinez (Evilsizer) 
MTNA Senior Performance - Voice 

1st - Dennis Wees, baritone (Grealish) 

MTNA Junior Performance - Piano 
1st - Joel Montoya (Bayliyeva) 
Alternate - Irene Kwon (Lamb) 
Honorable - Mention Maria Vigil (Gunning) 
MTNA Senior Performance - Piano 
1st - Jin Park (Cox-Clifton)
Alternate Paul Thomas (Steinbach) 
Honorable Mention Ariel Chen (Lamb)

Other MTNA Young Artist State Winners
MTNA Young Artist Piano Competition - Ting Li, winner (Spitzer)
Alternate Shane Summers (Spitzer) 
MTNA Young Artist Woodwind Competition
Alternate Jonathan Swann, saxophone (Taylor)

Student Honors - Voice 

Level 1
1st - Annelise Wall (Zander-Wall) 

Level 2 
1st - Stefan Biller (Zander-Wall) 

Level 3 
1st - Channing Cimarusti (Zander-Wall)
2nd - Skylar Menuey (Brashear) 

Level 4 
1st - Eve Gronert (McRae) 
2nd - Claire Rotunno (Raabe)

Level	  5
1st	  -‐	  Elizebeth	  Barnes	  (Barnes)	  
2nd	  -‐	  Jenna	  Kuchar	  (Zander-‐Wall)	  
3rd	  -‐	  Abigail	  Buckholz	  (Brashear)	  

College
1st - Matthew Amend, tenor (Zander-Wall)

S E G U E
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Student Honors - Voice Winners - (L to R) Matthew Amend 
(Zander-Wall), Elizabeth Barnes (Barnes), Eve Gronert 
(McRae), Channing Cimarusti (Zander-Wall), Stefan Biller 
(Zander-Wall), Annelise Wall (Zander-Wall) 

Student Honors - Strings 

Level 2 
1st - Sofia Bomse, cello (Caron)

Student Honors - Piano

Level 1 
1st - Presley Gao (M. Williamson)
2nd - Ishan Loomba (Vetrinskaya)
Level 2 
1st - Victor Kim (Lamb) 
2nd - Mariah Griego (Tankersley)
3rd (tie) - Jeremy Wesevich (Greer)
Johann Zwiener (Carey)

Level 3 Type to enter text
1st - Dennis Huang (Blind) 
2nd - Katherine Wang (Lamb) 
3rd (tie) - Tyler Bridges (Tankersley)
Heather Zweiner (Carey) 

Level 4
1st - Geelon So (Groth) 
2nd - Jennifer Suan (Tankersley)
Level 5 
1st - Ethan Hall (Greer) 
2nd - Clare McCarthy (Helin)
3rd - Abigail Buckholz (Brashear)

Joyce Walker Young Artist Awards
2nd place Walker Award MTNA Young Artist String Competition 
Winner - Michael Shu, Violin (de los Santos) 
1st place Walker Award MTNA Young Artist Woodwind Compe-
tition Winner - Matt Harris, saxophone (Lau)

2010 MTNA and Honors Competition - WINNERS
(pictured below)

Piano Master Class with Marylene Dosse - 
Joel Montoyaa



Celebrating
 continued from page 5

response' manner, with one trombone 
demonstrating' a passage and the other 
trying to imitate it.  The soprano also 
gives 'instruction' through the text and 
there are many times when the trom-
bone parts are a literal  musical  repre-
sentation of what the soprano has just 
sung and vice versa.  It is my hope that 
'The Music Lesson' speaks to that drive 
in all  of us, teachers and students, that 
compels us to create and teach others 
the absolute and unyielding necessity 
and importance of music  the soul to the 
universe."  Well  said Ted, and congratu-
lations to you and your ensemble for 
shar-ing this charming new work with 
PMTNM!  Our guest artist, Marylene 
Dosse concluded the program with the 
Ballade in F Minor, Op. 52, of Chopin 
and the Sonata in G Minor, Op. 22, of 
Schumann, in honor of the 200th anni-
versary of both composers' births.  She 
performed both works with deep musi-
cality and great élan.  The Tertulia at the 
home of Astrid and Berent Groth was a 
perfect setting to meet the artist, chat 
with colleagues, and enjoy the Groth's 
hospitality.

Saturday began with Alejandro Cre-
m a s c h i ' s s t i m u l a t i n g l e c t u r e /
demonstration of the piano music  of Al-
berto Ginastera.  I particularly enjoyed 
learning the derivations of many of his 
compositions as well as hearing Alejan-
dro demonstrate passages from these 
pieces.  In her master class, Marylene 
Dosse worked very successfully with 
several young pianists on honing their 
interpretations of concert repertoire.  
She achieved significant results with 
each student, both musically and techni-
cally, in a very short amount of time.  
After lunch, David Jenness provided a 
probing and detailed look into "Perform-
ing the American Popular Song".  He 
spoke about the history of the genre and 
its songs using numerous recorded ex-
amples by some of the great interpreters 
including Judy Garland and Frank Sina-
tra.  The voice master class by Martha 
Rowe was one of the most dynamic and 
enlightening master classes I have ever 
attended.  She worked with students 
from Junior High through College levels 
with greater success, intensity, with 
more humor and joy than one usually 

experiences in this type of situation.  In 
a very short amount of time, she was 
able to help the students get to the 
"heart" of each song they were singing 
with dramatic  and electrifying results.  
She also provided me with my new "fa-
vorite quote" of the year "It's not about 
technique, it's about communication."  
Brava Martha!

It seems that no matter how many Win-
ners' Recitals I attend, I never cease to 
be amazed at how talented and dedi-
cated these students are, as evidenced 
by their stellar performances.  And be-
hind these winners are their talented 
and dedicated teachers, parents, and 
the students who were not selected this 
year.  I know they will  work even harder 
next year so that, come November, they 
will  be the ones up on the stage.  Con-
gratulations to everyone who took part 
in the conference at the Albuquerque 
Academy and I look forward to the 2011 
PMTNM Conference in Portales which 
will be even better!

2011 PMTN OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Ronald F. Grinage, NCTM
2126 Calle de Sebastian
Santa Fe, NM 87505-7314
505-988-9143
ronaldgrinage@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT: Ferrell Roberts, 
NCTM
2117 Fairfield
Clovis, NM 88101
575-763-5307
robertsmucis@plateautel.net

DUES: Jeanne Grealish, NCTM

STATE MEMBERSHIP: Ferrell Roberts

WEB SITE: Cheryl Pachak-Brooks, 
NCTM

TREASURER: Jeanne Grealish, NCTM

CERTIFICATION: Amy Greer, NCTM
341 Carlisle NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
505-573-5121
amy@tenthousandstars.net

IMTF: Linda Pierce Hunter
5616 Mariola Place NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111-8330

505-508-5957
lphvoice@comcast.net

COLLEGE FACULTY: Laura C. Spitzer
5011 Sun Shadow Place
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-521-0919
lspitzer@nmsu.edu

COLLEGE CHAPTERS: Laura C. Spitzer

LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS: Vavant

COMPETITIONS: Ronald F. Grinage, 
NCTM

COMPOSITION COMPETITION: 
Madeline J. Williamson
P. O. Box 917
Abiquiu, NM 87510
505-685-0076
abiquiumusic@gmail.com

JR/SR COMPETITIONS: Lynn C. Lamb, 
NCTM
49 La Paloma
Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-672-1213
LynnLamb@hotmail.com

Y/A COMPETITION: Lynn C. Lamb, 
NCTM

CHAMBER MUSIC COMPETITION: Lynn 
C. Lamb, NCTM

STATE FOUNDATION: Ferrell Roberts
 
NEWSLETTER: Dianne Brehmer 
Bailey, NCTM
4608 Allegheny Court NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114-3467
505-890-4466
pmtnmnews@aol.com

COMMISSIONED COMPOSER:
Madeleine Williamson

AWARENESS & ADVOCACY: Ferrell 
Roberts

PUBLICITY: Vacant

Picture of the new officers is on page 10
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JOYCE WALKER FOUNDATION AWARDS:

COMPOSITION: 
 Elementary: Bethany Filer (Naffziger)
 Junior High: Samantha Filer (Naffziger)
 Senior High Adam Smith (Garland)
VOICE: 
 Honors Level 1: Annelise Wall (Zander-Wall)
 Honors Level 2: Stefan Biller (Zander-Wall)
 Honors Level 3: Channing Cimarusti (Zander-Wall)
 Honors Level 4: Eve Gronert (McRae)
 Honors Level 5: Elizabeth Barnes (Barnes)
 Honors College: Matthew Amend (Zander-Wall)
STRINGS: 
 Honors Level 2: Sofia Bomse, Cello (Caron)
PIANO: 
 Honors Level 1: Level 1: Presley Gao (M. Williamson)
 Honors Level 2: Victor Kim (Lamb)
 Honors Level 3: Dennis Huang (Blind)
 Honors Level 4: Geelon So (Groth)
 Honors Level 5: Ethan Hall (Greer)
MTNA JUNIOR/SENIOR PERFORMANCE:
 Junior Piano: Joel Montoya (Bayliyeva)
 Senior Piano: Jin Park (Cox-Clifton)
 Senior Voice: Dennis Wees (Grealish)
YOUNG ARTIST AWARDS: 
 Woodwinds: Matt Harris, Saxophone (Lau)
 Strings: 2nd - Michael Shu, Violin (de los Santos)
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MTNA SOUTHWEST DIVISION CITATIONS: 

Chamber Music: 
 Honorable Mention - UNM Saxophone Quartet (Lau)

Composition: Elementary
 Honorable Mention - Bethany Filer (Naffziger)

Voice: Senior Voice
 Dennis Wees (Grealish)

Voice Master Class with Martha Rowe
Eve Gronert



PMTNM 2011 Officers

New  Officers - (L to R) - Terri  Reck (Central DVP), Karon 
Raabe (SE DVP), Doris Tankersley (NE II), Ferrell  Rob-
erts (VP), Ronald F. Grinage (President) - not pictured 
Melissa Toedtman, Amy Greer, Sharon Lohse Kunitz, 
Lynn Campbell Lamb, and Jeanne Grealish

Complete List on page 8

Extra, Extra….

A Musical Wild Card--

 Thinking about ways to help your students pre-
pare for Music Bowl participation?  In the last issue of the 
newsletter for the Albuquerque chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists , The Coupler, Editor Craig Smith in-
cluded a wonderful list of composer anniversaries.  Craig 
refers to the web site, www.classical-composers.org.  If 
you haven’t already discovered the deep well of informa-
tion this site offers, I invite you to spend a little time there.  
Meanwhile, with great thanks to Craig for giving me this 
idea—and doing the work of sorting through the long list 
of 2011 anniversaries-- here are some names and dates 
that will give your Music Bowl contestants another per-
spective on music history “trivia.”

BIRTHS 

Jacopo Peri (1561–1633) 450 years 
Giacomo Antonio Perti (1661–1756) 350 years 
Georg Böhm (1661–1733) 350 years ** 
William Boyce (1711–1779) 300 years ** 
Jean-Joseph Cassanea de Mondonville (1711–1772)
300 years 
Ambroise Thomas (1811–1896) 200 years 
Franz Liszt (1811–1886) 200 years ** 
Ferdinand Hiller (1811–1885) 200 years 
Charles Martin Loeffler (1861–1935) 150 years 
Anton Stepanovich Arensky (1861–1906) 150 years 
Jehan-Ariste Alain (1911–1940) 100 years ** 
Alan Hovhaness (1911–2000) 100 years 
Gian Carlo Menotti (1911–2007) 100 years 
Lowell Liebermann (b 1961) 50 years 

Wild Card
Continued page 11
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Wild Card

Continued from page 10

Unsuk Chin ( b 1961) 50 years
Michael Torke (b 1961) 50 years

DEATHS 
Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548–1611) 400 years ** 
Louis Couperin (1626–1661) 350 years ** 
Félix-Alexandre Guilmant (1837–1911) 100 years ** 
Gustav Mahler (1860–1911) 100 years 
Percy Aldridge Grainger (1882–1961) 50 years 
Wallingford Riegger (1885–1961) 50 years 
Carlos Salzédo (1885–1961) 50 years 
York Bowen (1884–1961) 50 years

** note those with organ and church music connections.

Albuquerque Academy
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Celebrating the Romantic
Spirit—2010 Conference Recap

You can be part of the fun in 
2011 in Portales at Eastern 
New Mexico University.  You 
should set aside November 4 
and 5 for this event.  More de-
tail in the Summer newsletter.


