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HONORS VOCAL AUDITIONS

Voice Guidelines and Requirements

PURPOSES OF THE AUDITIONS ARE TO:
1) Encourage more diligent study in the preparation of appropriate vocal repertoire...
2) Create a competitive performance situation with conditions designed to provide the 
    most complete and total consideration for the student...
3) Stimulate the desire and incentive for vocal and musical self-improvement...
4) Provide an opportunity to sing before qualified and impartial judges, and to receive 
    careful and constructive criticism...
5) Provide opportunities for public appearance by outstanding students...

Honors Auditions furnish an unparalleled opportunity for musical growth and vocal 
understanding, as well as professional encouragement and recognition for both the student and the 
teacher.  A teacher who enters students in the state auditions must also register for the 
conference. 

REPERTOIRE REQUIREMENTS

YOUTH (under 19 years of age on September 1)*
1. One English art song. 
2. One art song of contrasting nature in any language.

Note: All songs may be sung in English. All songs must
be art songs.* Broadway and popular 
music will not be accepted.

3. Folk song arrangements such as those by Althouse & Albrecht are 
      acceptable at Levels I & II - ages 9-12.

    It is recommended that operatic arias NOT be sung.

   Level I (ages 9 and 10 on September 1) (up to 6 minutes)
   Level II (ages 11 and 12 on September 1) (up to 6 minutes)
   Level III (ages 13 and 14 on September 1) (up to 8 minutes)
   Level IV (ages 15 and 16 on September 1) (up to 10 minutes)
   Level V (ages 17 or high school senior on September 1) (up to 10 

      minutes)

COLLEGE (ages 19 through 25) (10-12 minutes):
1. One aria (opera or oratorio) sung in the original language.
2. One Italian, French, German, Spanish or Russian art song performed 
     in the original language.
3. An American or British art song sung in English 
   composed after 1950.

CONDUCT OF THE AUDITIONS:
The Honors Voice Auditions are primarily designed to give the student an opportunity 

to be judged. The motivating spirit is a mutual seeking and cooperative effort towards the highest 



in vocal artistry and technique.

Teachers are permitted to accompany their own students. Students may also bring their 
own accompanists.

The State conference Honors Voice Auditions are offered only to students of those 
teachers who are registered for the conference.

(accepted at conference 11/98) (amended by the Board 11/2000) (amended by the Board 4/16/2011)

* MTNA accepts the following definition of Art Song: 
[The art song is] “... music for one voice and piano, occasionally with the addition 

of an obbligato instrument.” 
Because of their nature, the early Italian songs such as those in 24 Italian Songs 

and Arias often are included in the art song category.  Songs by Schubert, Schumann, 
Debussy, Faure, Ravel, Granados, deFalla, Barber, Duke, etc. are excellent examples of 
“art song”. 

Basically, art song excludes works for voice and orchestra, as well as operatic and 
oratorio arias, and all Broadway and musical theater pieces, since these were composed 
originally for voice with orchestral accompaniment.  Pop music also does not fall into the 
category of “art song”.

 (amended by the Board 4/16/2011)


